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the friends of Peace have been laboring is still in its 
infancy. Much remains to be accomplished in this direc- 
tion. Wisdom, patience, energy, unyielding courage, will 
be needed. 

In the work to be done, the American Advocate of 
Peace will continue in the future, as in the past, to set forth 
and defend the principles of justice, kindness, forgive- 
ness, brotherliness, which are the basis of the whole 
movement. It will endeavor to show that war is a great 
financial and economic blunder, that it is anti-Christian 
and anti-social, that it is barbarous, unreasonable and 
unnecessary. It will seek to elucidate and emphasize 
the reasonbleness, the fairness and the practical value of 
arbitration, of arbitral treaties and of permanent courts 
of arbitration. It will use its influence to prevent mis- 
understandings between different sections of this country, 
between different classes of society, and between this 
and other nations. It will do what little it can to awaken 
and consolidate public opinion, to enlist the active co- 
operation of ministers of the Gospel, of educators, of 
journalists, of legislators and of all other leaders of the 
public mind and conscience, in behalf of these ideas 
and objects. It will seek to be fair and impartial in 
its discussions of all questions and measures that may 
come under its notice. With these ends in view, we 
ask the co-operation and support of all those who are 
seeking to banish sin and discord from the world and to 
establish righteousness and peace, and we send a frater- 
nal, Christian greeting and God-speed to all the friends 
of Peace everywhere. 



THE CHINESE EXCLUSION BILL. 

One of the most astonishing and humiliating pieces of 
legislation to which this country has been treated in a 
long time is the Chinese Exclusion Bill which passed 
both houses of Congress and was signed by the President 
on the 5th of May. For ten years we have had a 
similar, though much milder law, for which no intelligent 
reasons could be given. Both of the great parties are 
sharers alike in the responsibility for this new and cruel 
measure. A few Senators, like Mr. Sherman and Mr. 
Wilson, and some members of the House, had the courage 
to oppose it by both speech and vote. The exigen- 
cies of election time seem to blind many otherwise fair- 
minded men to the real nature of a measure like this. 

Most of the strictly partisan papers throughout the land 
say but little about the passing of the bill. They have 
not the conscience to speak in its favor, and the exigen- 
cies of the coming campaign close their mouths from 
speaking against it. Some independent papers, and a 
few partisan ones, are, however, strongly protesting 



against the action as opposed to the spirit of our institu- 
tions, as a flagrant violation of treaty rights, and as 
unfraternal in every way towards China. This feeling 
of displeasure is certain to increase, and it will not be long 
till the reaction will be so deep and widespread that those 
responsible for the legislation will be forced to feel the 
real character of what they have done. 

One feels inclined to ask whether the same government 
that originated the Pan-American Congress scheme and 
the later reciprocity movement can be also the one that has 
given the force of law to this tyrannical and exclusive 
measure. It is humiliating to have to believe that one 
whose administration has, on the whole, been as wise 
and fair as that of the honored President of the Republic, 
could have affixed his name to this bill. But- so it is. 
Politics, as well as everything else, seems to be full of 
inexplicable contradictions. 

The Chinese Minister has entered a vigorous protest 
against this action. If China were not an old, unpro- 
gressive nation, so far away from us, more than protests 
would probably be heard. If she should retaliate, we 
need not be surprised. The treatment we have given her 
is not only in violation of the most sacred rights of 
treaties, but is exactly the same sort of thing which has led 
to many a war between nations. If China bears this 
provoking treatment with patience, she will have taught 
us a lesson which not only the hoodlums, at whose behest 
this action was taken, need, but which may well be heeded 
by the wise heads at Washington. Let all good men 
everywhere, regardless of party, speak out what their 
conscience commands and we shall soon be delivered 
from this national dishonor. 

If we are to have restriction of im migration, which is 
certainly desirable in view of facts well known to all 
Americans, let it be fair and impartial, and not dictated 
by race hatred nor by a base fear of the voting power of 
certain disreputable classes. Our government, which has 
professed to be the leader in the cultivation of friendly 
relations with all the world, ought not so far to forget her 
high calling as to belie, by an act like this, every profes- 
sion of honest desire to hold amicable relations to others. 



THE BEHRING SEA DIFFICULTIES AND ARBI- 
TRATION. 

General Lew Wallace, in an interview in March last with 
a representative of the Chicago Inter-Ocean, is reported 
to have said that he emphatically disapproves of Presi- 
dent Harrison's action in agreeing to submit the Behring 
Sea difficulty to arbitration. The President's administra- 
tion has been, in his judgment, an eminently wise, patri- 
otic and manly one, but in this case he thinks the course 
pursued to be open to criticism. Our claims to the exclu- 
sive control of Behring Sea he thinks are so clear that it 
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is an evidence of weakness in the President to have con- 
sented to arbitration, as if England had some supposable 
rights in these waters. 

It is in just such cases as this, on the contrary, that 
the superiority of arbitration as a mode of adjusting dif- 
ficulties is seen. If the course suggested by General 
Wallace had been followed and England told that her 
claims would not be allowed a hearing even, no one can 
tell what the present relations between the two countries 
would have been. A serious rupture, and possibly a long 
and bloody war, would have taken place. It is incon- 
ceivable that the English government should have made 
and urged claims without the shadow of a reason in their 
favor. If our claims are just, as most of our citizens 
think is true, there is not a particle of danger that they 
will not be secured to us by seven eminent jurists chosen 
by five different nations, of which the United States is 
one. 

If they are not just, then no American citizen, how- 
ever loyal or patriotic he may be, wishes the case 
decided in our favor. There is general satisfaction 
among all right-minded men who are acquainted with the 
points at issue, that the arbitration treaty prepared by 
the two governments was ratified by the United States 
Senate on the 29th of March last. We may hope soon 
to see settled the question as to whether this vast Behring 
Sea, nearly a thousand miles across in either direction, 
belongs to us or to all nations. However it may be set- 
tled, it will be a great gain to civilization to have had it 
settled in a pacific way. The poor seals will doubtless 
rejoice with us, assured that the nations interested will 
find a rational way of securing to them their right to live 
and to die at the proper time. 



are not only members, but are entitled to the Advocate 
free, or to one dollar's worth of other publications of the 

Society. 



NOTES AND COMMENTS. 

The American Peace Society hopes to put the Advocate 
of Peace into ten thousand homes within the next twelve 
months. The subscription price is only $1.00 a year. 
The great awakening throughout the world to-day in 
favor of peaceful modes of settling difficulties gives 
much encouragement to advocates of peace to push their 
propaganda with all seemly haste. The Advocate or 
Peace will contain articles written by men who, by rea- 
son of ability and experience, will be able to instruct 
and entertain. On its pages will be found accounts of 
the proceedings of peace congresses and meetings, of 
the acts of governments relating to arbitration and inter- 
national amity, and of any other movements bearing on 
the object which it seeks to promote. Will not all the 
friends of peace into whose hands the paper may fall, 
assist us in extending its circulation? All persons con- 
tributing annually two dollars to the funds of the Society, 



The letter of the Peace Societies of Europe to the 
International Conference of the Societies of the Red 
Cross, a translation of which is given on another page, 
was prepared by the Lombard Peace Union, of Milan. 
It was sent to the various peace societies of Europe with 
the invitation to each to prepare a similar address to the 
Red Cross Conference. The3e societies were so pleased 
with the letter of the Lombard Union that they adopted 
it as their own, and it went before the Red Cross workers 
in the name of all the European peace organizations. 

The sentiments of this letter commend themselves at 

first sight to all thoughtful men and women. Many of 

the Red Cross workers, all of them so far as we know, 

are active and earnest supporters of the cause of peace. 

They go to the field of battle, not because they do not 

see the monstrous inconsistency of war, but because their 

hearts, full of tender and humane feelings, will not let 

them remain selfishly away while multitudes of mangled 

and suffering brothers are left to suffer, to call piteously 

! for aid, and to die uncared for, while the fury of the 

; strife and the stern necessities of tlie battle hurl their 

comrades on, with the fountains of helpfulness for the 

I time closed, to kill and mangle all within their power. 

The cause of peace and human brotherhood owes much, 
| both directly and indirectly, to the presence on the battle- 
| field and to the counsels and efforts elsewhere, of the 
followers of the Red Cross. They have compelled the 
wider asking of the question, why tolerate in our human- 
izing society a system whose heart is cruelty and into 
which no outward evidence of brotherliness can ever come. 
Every knight of the Red Cross ought to be, by the very 
nature of the work in which he is engaged, an uncompro- 
mising foe of war. Otherwise, there is a strange incon- 
sistenc} r in what he is doing. 



On Tuesday, the 3d of May, the Democrats in the House 
of Representatives succeeded in defeating the appropria- 
tion for the survey of the transcontinental railway, connect- 
ing the United States and South America. It will be much 
to be regretted if this action shall permanently hinder the 
prosecution of this scheme of binding together, in closer 
commercial relations, the two portions of the western 
world. Every closer trade relation established between the 
United States and these Southern republics will strengthen 
the bonds of friendship and peace between them, and 
indirectly aid the cause of international harmony every- 
where. One would like to think that the defeat of this 
appropriation was not a mere piece of partisan scheming, 



